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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SUVA 00345 020502Z 
ACTION SCS-06 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO SSO-OO CCO-OO PASO-OO /019 W 

084667 020506Z/65 

O 020435Z MAR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY SUVA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7107 

UNCLAS SUVA 0345 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CDES, CASC 

SUBJECT: WAV: DEATH AND INJURY ON YACHT "SPELLBOUND" (EDWARDS, 
LOREN, JOANNE WAZEL, GARY LEE, KERRY AND OSKAM, SUZAN 
LORY) 

TO: MR. AND MRS. IRA EDWARDS 
17227 N.E. 115 

WOODINVILLE, WASHINGTON 98072 

THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED A REPORT FROM THE HIGH COMMISSIONER AT 
PAPEETE, TAHITI REGARDING THE TRAGEDY ABORAD THE YACHT "SPELL- 
BOUND". THIS OFFICE REGRETS TO INFORM YOU THAT THE REPORT 
CONFIRMS THAT YOUR SON, LOREN EDWARDS, AND HIS WIFE, JOANNE 
WAZEL EDWARDS, DIED AT SEA OFF THE ISLAND OF RANGIROA IN THE 
TUAMOTU GAMBIER AREA. THESE DEATHS OCCURED SOMETIME DURING THE 
NIGHT OF FEB. 23 TO FEB. 24, 1978 WHILE THE YACHT WAS ENROUTE 
FROM THE MARQUESAS TO PAPEETE. 

THE BODIES WERE BURIED AT SEA OFF RANGIROA BETWEEN 0700 AND 0800 
ON FEB. 25, 1978, ACCORDING TO PRELIMINARY REPORTS. MOST CURRENT 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY IS THAT ANOTHER CREW MEMBER, 
KERRY EDWARDS ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL MAMAO IN PAPEETE, TAHITI. 

KERRY HAS SUFFERED HEAD INJURIES. DR. BRONSTEIN WHO SPEAKS ENGLISH 
AND DR. BERTHELOT ARE THE ATTENDING PHYSICIANS. THE PHONE NUMBER 
AT THE HOSPITAL IS 29674. REMAINING CREW, GARY EDWARDS AND 
SUZANNE OSKAM ARE REPORTED TO BE STAYING ON A YACHT IN PAPEETE. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 SUVA 00345 020502Z 


PLEASE ACCEPT OUR CONDOLENCES FOR YOUR TRAGIC LOSS. 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 
SUVA FIJI 
FLANEGIN 
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NOTE BY OC/T: PASSED ABOVE ADDEE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DEATHS, SHIP ACCIDENTS, SPELLBOUND R/V 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 02 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SUVA00345 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780095-0003 
Format: TEL 
From: SUVA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978031 1 3/aaaadrxk.tel 

Line Count: 63 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 09cbbab9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SCS 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Retention: 0 
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Review Event: 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
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Secure: OPEN 
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